
T R A V E L 

I am Al Pacino for a brief moment, 
posing as a young Michael Corle-
one, sitting out on the stone ter-
race of the Bar Vitelli in The God-
father. I sip on a limoncello and 
nibble on a cannoli. Behind me, 
the imposing Mount Etna belches 
steam into a blue sky, while before 
me is a sweeping view over the 
valley to the sparkling waters of 
the Strait of Messina.

How many civilizations have 
come across those waters to con-
quer this island of Sicily? There 
were Mediterranean pirates, 
Greeks, Romans, Moors, Vene-
tians and Normans. Throughout 
this whole region, conquerors 
have come and gone, leaving 
behind a land flush with cultural 
diversity and historical richness.

A N  O DY S S E Y  B AC K  I N  T I M E
I am on an odyssey, a small 

ship Ionian Sea cruise, through 
an ancient world with so many 
layers of history. On a vessel so 
modern and intimate, you feel 
like you are cruising on your own 
private yacht. My ship, the Emer-
ald Azzurra, is only 110 metres in 
length, with six passenger decks 
and 50 cabins. With a maximum 
of 100 passengers on-board, it 
is a vessel so friendly, cosy and 
practical that you can slip quietly 
and seamlessly into each port.

My wife and I jumped aboard 
in Athens, and our Ionian adven-
ture will take us through some 
of the Greek islands to Sicily, the 
Amalfi Coast, Naples, Pompeii 
and Rome. It is a journey through 
the world of Homer’s Odyssey, 
and the domain of Greek and 
Roman mythology.

Port stops include the small 
Greek coastal town of Gythio 
(Land of the Gods), with a visit 
to Sparta, where 300 Spartans 
defeated the Persian army in the 
Battle of Thermopylae in 480 BC.

The western Greek island of 
Cephalonia is magnificent, with 

its convoluted coastline, captivat-
ing coves and beach-lined bays, 
and clear azure water. The Drog-
arati Cave and the Melissani lake 
cave are natural masterpieces. 
Despite the devastating earth-
quake of 1953 that razed much 
of the island’s historic Venetian 
architecture, one still marvels at 
the charming harbourfront vil-
lages and the lush mountainous 
interior.

The Godfather theme music 
echoes in my head as I clamber 
up the cobblestone streets of 
Savoca to the Bar Vitelli. A statue 
of director Francis Ford Coppola 
adorns the main square, and a 
collection of photos taken during 
the filming here covers the walls 
of the bar and the entrance to 
the cathedral, where Michael 
Corleone and his Sicilian bride 
Apollonia were married.

In Taormina, Sicily, we soak up 
the cobblestone quaintness. Sit-
ting high on a plateau above the 
Mediterranean, the resort town 
has a dramatic setting, staggering 
views and inviting piazzas. What 
must be the most dramatically 
situated theatre from the ancient 
world sits at the edge of town, 
with Mount Etna as a backdrop. 

Meandering about the back 
streets of Naples, we visit the Roy-
al Palace and Opera House. A trip 
to the Amalfi Coast and Ravello 
is both magnificent and daunting 
over narrow roads that hug the 
cliffside.

T H E  E M E R A L D  A Z Z U R R A
Back on the ship, new-found 

friends gather in the Amici 
Lounge for a pre-dinner cocktail, 
before heading to La Cucina, 
the ship’s main restaurant. The 
Azzurra’s intimate size and high-
end amenities, its intriguing itin-
eraries and the friendliness of the 
crew, make a memorable sailing.
For information and itineraries, 
visit www.emeraldcruises.ca.

CRUISING THROUGH 
AN ANCIENT WORLD
Ionian Sea journey blends myths, movies, 
and magical views, writes James Ross.

The dramatically situated theatre in Taormina, Sicily.  JA M E S  RO S S
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HOME DELIVERY
SUBSCRIPTION CANCELLATIONS

The Calgary Herald has updated their refund

policy for home delivery subscriptions.

EffectiveOctober 1, 2023, all home newspaper

delivery subscriptions will be non-refundable.

You will continue to have access to online

publications and Calgary Herald ePaper until

your home delivery subscription cancellation

date. Your subscription will be automatically

renewed unless you contact us to cancel.

Invoices for amounts owing are due upon receipt.

If you wish to suspend your home delivery for

vacation, your subscription will be extended, as

usual, for the duration of your time away.

Self-Serve:

calgaryherald.com/manage

Thank you for being a loyal reader of

the Calgary Herald

Explore the extraordinary with 7-time Cruise Critic Editors’ Picks winner,
Emerald Cruises. Board our contemporary Star-Ships sailing the Rhine, Main and
Danube rivers as well as stunning rivers in France and Portugalwith special flight

and savings offers out now, book now to secure your dream river cruise.

EXPLORE THE EXTRAORDINARY
2024 EUROPE RIVER CRUISES SALE

We’re Coming to Calgary
Register for a Free River Cruise Information Session

If you are dreaming of a river cruise vacation, join our travel experts for an in-person,
Information Session. Whether you want to explore the idyllic villages and iconic cities
of Europe’s famed waterways including the Rhine, Main and Danube rivers or delve into
the rich culture of Southeast Asia along the mystical Mekong River, our expert team
can help you craft your perfect adventure. Learn more about our exciting experiences

and generous inclusions including free drinks with meals, all tips and more.

CALGARY SHOW

Thursday, September 28 2:00pm - 3:30pm
Carriage House Hotel & Conference Centre

9030 Macleod Trail

Reasons to Attend:
Access exclusive offers (new bookings only) Ask questions and hear insights from our travel experts

Uncover the small ship experience and discover our generous inclusions

Europe & Southeast Asia River Cruising

*Terms & Conditions: Valid for new bookings on 2024 Europe River Cruises made by October 28, 2023. All prices advertised are in CAD dollars and
include all advertised discount savings including early payment discounts. We reserve the right to not honour any published prices that we determine
were erroneous due to printing, electronic or clerical error. For full terms and conditions, visit emeraldcruises.ca/offers/2024-europe-river-cruises.
© EMERALD CRUISES | ALL RIGHTS RESERVED | BC CONSUMER PROTECTION #40178

Pay parking may be in effect

Contact your professional travel advisor,
visit emeraldcruises.ca or call us at 833 609 5635

SPACE IS LIMITED – RESERVE TODAY
visit emeraldcruises.ca/infosessions

or scan the QR code to register

Questions? Call us at 833 609 5635

SAVE AN EXTRA $300 PER COUPLE ON ANY JULY
OR AUGUST 2024 DEPARTURE

Offer ends October 28, 2023

BONUS FALL SAVINGS

15-Day Splendours of Europe
Amsterdam to Budapest
Departing: April - October 2024

Emerald
Stateroom

Emerald
Stateroom

Emerald
Stateroom

Emerald
Balcony Suite

Emerald
Balcony Suite

Emerald
Balcony Suite

from$7,795 pp*

from$9,495 pp*

Included
Return

Airfare

Extra Savings
included

8-Day Danube Delights
Regensburg to Budapest
Departing: April - October 2024

from$5,040 pp*

from$5,880 pp*

Included
Return

Airfare

8-Day Jewels of the Rhine
Amsterdam to Basel
Departing: May - October 2024

from$5,340 pp*

from$6,180 pp*

EWCR

EWNB

EWAB

Included
Return

Airfare

BONUS

FALL
SAVINGS

Offer ends
October 28, 2023


